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2 Corinthians 5:1 - 21 

In chapter 5 Paul displays his confidence in the Lord that he had once tried to destroy. Though Paul lived in his earthly tent (his physical body), he knew that this was only temporary. While he worked in this world, his attention and his reality were already in the next. It was like having a dual-citizenship.

Jesus was real to Paul. It was as though Jesus stood at his side as he dictated to his scribe. God had gifted Paul with a faith great enough to carry him confidently through any turmoil. He was able to discern truth, and act with wisdom and love.

The great theologian determinedly endured physical infirmities, persecution, mistakes, beatings, shipwreck, stoning, and imprisonment because he had his eyes focused on Christ. Because of the unsurpassed joy of knowing his Master, Paul could sincerely write that the things of this world and body were of little importance except as they affected the spread of the gospel of truth and grace. 


In verse 4 Paul says that, unlike some who believed that only a disembodied spirit could be really free, he longs to see the glorified body that Jesus has prepared for him to take after the mortal one has failed. This event is not haphazard. It is part of God’s plan. He has prepared us to do His purpose here and to pass into a new life with Him (verse 5).

Verse 10 doesn’t threaten punishment for sins of omission. Jesus has paid for those!  Paul is speaking of when we will stand before our Lord and He will look at our works and say, “Well done!” Paul’s fear was not of punishment, but of disappointing his Lord. His salvation was secure, but he did not want to miss the “Well done!”


In verse 12 Paul states that he is saying these things to give confidence to his supporters in Corinth as they defend his good name, especially against those who take pride in what they think they can do to establish their own righteousness.

Verse 15 brings to mind a question to ponder. Each of us, regardless of our position in society or work, can live for Christ. We are free to ask ourselves, “Do I live for Christ?” “Is He the center of my concern?” “Is He the one that I most try to please?” We can ask these questions without fear or guilt, knowing that we are Christ’s children and that the Holy Spirit will help us in our quest. Verse 21 explains how this is all possible. God sent His perfect, sinless Son to bear our punishment so that like Paul and all other Christians, we could become His own children, serving Him in our world and throughout eternity.
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